T
he development of accurate and timely statistics is an important adjunct to our knowledge and may often drive educational efforts, prevention strategies, treatment methods, research initiatives and more. Through the cancer registry at Baylor University Medical Center at Dallas, we can closely examine incidence rates, diagnoses, gender, and age factors. These findings can be compared with historical data to determine any new trends and with national data to ascertain if the findings are more prevalent among our population.
During reporting year 2002, Baylor abstracted 2808 analytical cases, or cases in which patients were diagnosed or initially treated on site, a volume consistent with the previous reporting year. Texas Oncology, PA (medical, radiation and gynecologic oncologists), housed at the Baylor Sammons Cancer Center, reported 1900 new cases. Therefore, the combined total of new cancer patients was 4708.
The top five sites of diagnosis remain consistent from the previous year (Figure 1 ). These sites include breast, lung, colon/ rectum, prostate and liver. The number of breast cases increased from the previous year as the cancer registry continues to abstract cases in the day-surgery facilities adjacent to the Baylor Dallas Female cases comprised 59% and male cases 41% of the total (Figure 2) . In national estimates of new cases, female cases made up 50.4% and male cases made up 49.6%, with cases in women surpassing those in men for the first time. The distribution by gender statistics at Baylor remained identical with those of the previous reporting year. The difference in the number of female cases abstracted at Baylor versus the national statistics can be attributed to the large number of breast cancer cases accessioned. For both males and females, the most common age range at diagnosis of cancer was 60-69, which remains consistent with the previous reporting year (Figure 3 
Newly Diagnosed Analytical Cancer Cases at BUMC in 2002
Based on 2808 analytical cases at Baylor and estimated new cancer cases from the American Cancer Society (Cancer Facts and Figures-2002) . Estimated total including newly diagnosed outpatients at Baylor is 4708.
